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July 2026 Newsletter 
 

Meeting Announcement: 
Sunday, July 19th at 2 PM 
200 Fairmont Dr., Sanford 

 

Our July meeting features Dave Johnston 

on Orthophytums, Sincoraeas and 

hybrids thereof 

Dave Johnston bio 
 

Dave started growing Bromeliads in 1985 and joined the 

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay shortly thereafter. He was 

president of the Tampa club five times and served every position 

there except for secretary. Dave also was a representative to the 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies (FCBS). 
 

Dave joined the Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society in the late 

1980’s where he was president twice as well as being a director.  
 

Dave’s Bromeliad speaking began over 20 years ago as he was the 

in-house speaker on Bromeliads for Sunken Gardens in St. 

Petersburg for over a decade. Dave has given numerous 

presentations to Bromeliad societies over the last several years. 
 

Dave launched Bromeliads Galore as a collector’s nursery in 

1990. He had over 2,000 different species and hybrids, but has 

since cut back to only over 1,000 different Bromeliads! 

 
Private Garden at June’s FCBS Meeting  

 

 
With over 40 years of experience growing 

Bromeliads, Dave has seen it all and will be 

ready to answer your questions. He will also 

bring a number of great Bromeliads for sale 

including some older hard-to-find hybrids. 
 

Please bring your plants to donate to the Door 

Prize Drawing and Plant Raffle for the benefit of 

the Society. We will also feature the Members 

Silent Auction. 
 

Our main course for this meeting’s refreshment 

break will be furnished by the SBTPS. Members 

whose last names begin with the letters D 

through G are requested to bring side dishes.  

 

Current Member Count: 118 
SBTPS Annual Fall Plant Sale: 

August 15-16, 2026: 9-4 PM each day 
 

http://bromeliads.club/
https://www.bromeliadguildoftampabay.org/
http://fcbs.org/_index.php
https://sunkengardens.org/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Bromeliads-Galore/100057091584558/
https://www.stephanielarusso.com/pages/cant-grow-squash


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

President’s Message 
 

June Meeting 
We had 34 attendees at our June meeting for Alex Bello’s 

very informative presentation on Vrieseas:  Show Beauties. 

He brought a wide selection of Bromeliads.  

                                                                     --Greg Kolojeski 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Pineapple Day!  

July 19th will be our 5th Annual Pineapple Day! at the 

Sanford Garden Club. Attendees are encouraged to wear 

pineapple apparel, prepare and provide pineapple food, and 

bring in pineapple artifacts and objects. Pineapple objects 

vary tremendously and may include vintage items as well as 

modern artifacts. Please bring in some of your most 

interesting pineapple objects whether they are beautiful, 

bizarre, unusual or just a favorite! 
 

Annual Fall Plant Sale 
Our next plant sale is on August 15-16, 2026. We are again 

expecting a large turnout after a record-setting sale back in 

April. We hope to have at least 30 members bringing plants 

to sell. Members will be receiving more information on the 

sale later this month. 
 

Sanford Garden Club News 
We had a work party at the garden on June 29th where 

Barbara, Greg and Tony accomplished some much needed 

thinning out and weeding of the plant beds. Another work 

party will be scheduled in July. 
 

June and early July were busy rental times. We had one 

weekend where there were four different rentals from Friday 

through Monday. Another weekend had a family reunion 

rental from Thursday through Saturday followed by another 

rental on Sunday (which experienced a one-hour power 

failure that affected much of the neighborhood). 
 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies 
An FCBS meeting was held on June 27th in Ormond Beach. 

Each member society usually has two representatives. 

Currently, our society only has one rep (Greg) with an 

opening for another one. FCBS meetings are held every four 

months at different locations around the state. They are 

frequently held at the homes of one of the reps who often has 

a spectacular garden (see the picture on the prior page) and 

that was certainly true this time. If you are interested in 

becoming an SBTPS rep to the FCBS, please see Greg. The 

FCBS also has an opening for a newsletter editor. 
  

 

 

                                                                                                

  
 

 

 
 

 

               6/20/26 Plant Picture of the Day: 
    Neoregelia ‘Linda Cathcart’ by John Boardman  

 

  

  6/28/26 & 7/1/26 Plant Picture of the Day: 
   Canistrum ‘Vania Leme’ and 

Aechmea ‘Black Zombie’ by Greg Kolojeski 
 

 
 

  6/22/26 Plant Picture of the Day: 
   Neoregelia gigas (+ tadpoles) by John Boardman 

 

                                         

                                        Websites:  http://bromeliads.club and https://sanfordgardenclub.com  
                                        Email:        seminolebromeliadsociety@gmail.com and sanfordgardenclub@gmail.com  
                                        Facebook Pages:  https://www.facebook.com/SeminoleBromeliadSociety/  
                                                                       https://www.facebook.com/SanfordGardenClub/         
                                        Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/SeminoleBromeliadGroup/ 

 

6/14/26 & 6/18/26 Plant Picture of the Day: 
xNeomea ‘Mars’ & Hylaeaicum eleutheropetalum 

by Cathy Schubert 
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